PORTRAITS 


and 


OTHER REPRESENTATIONS 
OF OTTERBEIN 


By A. W. Drury 


The wide use of the name Otterbein may 
call for some explanation. Examples of this 
use may be given as follows: Otterbein 
College, Otterbein Home, Otterbein Press, 
Otterbein Guild; churches, towns, streets, 
albums, and so forth also bearing the name 
Otterbein. 


We would not give occasion for the charge 
of man-worship or saint-worship. Yet it has 
been said: “The memory of the righteous is 
blessed: but the name of the wicked shall 
rot. —Proverbs 10:7. 


The Church of the United Brethren in 
Christ, in the founding of which William 
Otterbein was the chief instrument, cannot 
fail to have a great and permanent interest 
in all that belonged to the character and 
work of this great providential leader. 


William Otterbein 1726-1813 


[he original portrait from which the above picture was made represents 
Otterbein at perhaps fifty-five or sixty years of age, near the beginning of 
his ministry at Baltimore. ‘The portrait was in the possession of the Methodist 
Historical Society at Baltimore, and was destroyed in the great Baltimore 
fire. The picture may be called the Wagoner picture, as it is made froma 
lithograph produced by Rev. George Wagoner, in 1859. The portrait, as 
seen by the writer in 1883, had upon its back the name and date, “E. S. Frey, 
Sept. 2, '53,"’ which probably meant that the portrait passed to or from E. S. 
Frey in 1853, 


The picture showing Otterbein with a cap represents Otter- 
bein in his old age. The original portrait was in the Methodist 
Historical collection at Baltimore, and was destroyed in the 
great Baltimore fire. Various copies of this portrait were made. 


The description of Otterbein by Rev. Henry Bochm, the son 
of Martin Bochm is the following: 

“Tn person he was tall, being six feet high, with a noble frame 
and a commanding appearance. He had a thoughtful, open 
countenance full of benignity, and a dark bluish eye that was 
very expressive.’ 


— 


The above represents the Jarvis portrait of Otterbein. The 
following is the inscription on the back of the portrait : “Revd. 
William Otterbein (pastor of the Evangelical Reformed Church, 
Baltimore) painted in October, 1810, when he was in the 85th 
year of his age. (From the life by Jarvis)."” The portrait 
was painted for Peter Hoffman, one of Otterbein’s elders or 
class leaders. As Peter Hoffman's financial resources were 
small, his son John had the portrait of Otterbein made for him. 
On the father's death the portrait passed to John, and on his 
death it passed to his brother Jacob, and on the death of Jacob 
it passed to his son Otterbein, and on the death of Otterbein 
it passed to his brother George, and from George it passed to 
his two daughters, from whom it was obtained for the Church. 


The above picture is from a photograph of a wax bust of Otter- 
bein made for John Hildt, a close friend of Otterbein in his last 
years, the translator of Newcomer's Journal, and long a minister 
in the United Brethren Church. There were two other wax busts 
of Otterbein, made for the Drucks sisters, servants in Otterbein’s 
home. Such representations were more common before the day of 
photographs. All these wax busts have disappeared. 


_ The above is a picture of a photograph of a death mask of Otterbein. 
The original, which has disappeared, was probably obtained from the 
family of Rev. John Hildt. , 


Thus, beyond what could have been expected, 
there have been handed down these several repre- 
sentations of Otterbein. All the originals have 
been destroyed or have disappeared, except the 
Jarvis portrait, which should ever be preserved and 
cherished as a priceless possession by the Church of 
the United Brethren in Christ. The portrait, in the 
original heavy gilt frame, hangs in the chapel of 
Bonebrake Theological Seminary. 


AN INCIDENT 


The following incident in regard to William 
Otterbein, not hitherto published, will be of 
interest. It shows Otterbein's care for the 
needy, his strong emotional nature, and 
furnishes a parallel to his clasping Boehm in 
his arms and exclaiming, We are brethren. ° 


Mr. John Hildt was perhaps Otterbein’s 
closest personal friend during the last ten 
years of his life. He also assisted Otterbein 
in his ministry of mercy to the distressed 
and needy. On going to Otterbein's home 
on a certain evening, according to his custom, 
he found him greatly exercised over the 
need of a certain sum to carry on a charitable 
work in which he was interested. After tell- 
ing his story to Mr. Hildt, he said, ““The 
Lord will surely send the money, but it is 
all dark to me how it will come. Mr. Hildt 
gave him the money, making him so happy 
that he embraced Mr. Hildt in his arms, and 
called him the Lord's postman. 


The new ~ History of the 
Church of the United Brethren 
in Christ,’ by A. W. Drury, 
which includes a complete 
history of the life of William 
Otterbein, and the Church to 
the present time, with many 
illustrations, may be pur- 
chased from The Otterbein 
Press, Dayton, Ohio. 


